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CONCERNING TWO CZECH PUBLICATIONS 
ON THE ETHNOGRAPHY OF INDUSTRIAL REGIONS 
Zdenek Salmann 
University of Massachusetts 
Comparisons drawn between the  scope and methods of European 
ethnography on the  one hand and those of American c u l t u r a l  anthro- 
pology on the other  tend t o  emphasize the  r a t h e r  obvious differences 
between the  two a t  the  expense of some i n t e r e s t i ng  p a r a l l e l  influences 
t o  which both have been increas ingly  sub jec t  during the  l a s t  severa l  
decades. The boundaries of the  "primitive" world have been shrinking 
a t  an unprecedented r a t e  as a r e s u l t  of p ro l i f e r a t i ng  technology 
and worldwide soc iopo l i t i c a l  t raqsformations,  forcing t he  American 
c u l t u r a l  anthropologist  t o  begin t o  s h i f t  h i s  a t t en t i on  from t r i b a l  
soc i e t i e s  t o  peasant communities and t o  the processes of cu l tu re  
change. I n  Europe, where f i e l d  research has been l imi ted  f o r  the  
most pa r t  t o  the  study of the  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo lk  (peasant)  cu l tu re  of 
the  ethnographer's country, t he  steady urbanization and modernization 
of the  countryside has brought t he  subject  of ethnographic research 
under s imi la r  reconsiderat ion.  Once the  deepest wounds from World 
War I1 had closed and European ethnographers could f u l l y  resume t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a thorough reappra i sa l  of the  goals and methods of ethno- 
graphic research became inev i tab le .  The options discussed ranged 
from the  pursu i t  of microethnographic treatment of t h e  ever-diminish- 
ing  folk  cu l tu re  su rv iva l s  t o  t he  sociologizat ion of ethnography, 
with the  implication of i t s  gradual  demise. 
A s t e a d i l y  growing number of European ethnographers have com- 
mit ted  themselves t o  s t i l l  another al ternative--the ethnographic 
study of contemporary times (volkskundliche Gegenwartsforschung). 
While t h i s  research i n t e r e s t  could take  a va r i e t y  of d i rec t ions ,  
s tud ies  of workingmen's lifeway and of the cu l tu re  of urban and in-  
d u s t r i a l  areas today cons t i tu te  t h e  most s i gn i f i c an t  new ethnograph- 
i c  genre i n  s eve ra l  European countr ies .  
The purpose of t h i s  r epor t  i s  t o  discuss two important contr i -  
butions of Czech ethnographers toward the  understanding of urban 
and i n d u s t r i a l  areas within the  broader framework of the  so-called 
ethnography of contemporary times (etnograf i e  s o u ~ a s n o s t  i ) o r  
ethnography of workaday l i f e  ( e t n ~ ~ r a f i e  Gedniho e) . Given 
Czechoslovakia's r i c h  t r a d i t i o n  of ethnographic research,  coupled 
with t he  avowed s o c i a l i s t  o r i en ta t ion  of the  country and i t s  pro- 
fessed i n t e r e s t  i n  the  workingman, t h i s  b r i e f  survey, I hope, w i l l  
be of value t o  the  American anthropologist ,  who has recent ly  entered 
the  f i e l d  of urban anthropology himself .  
One r e s u l t  of the  postwar e f f o r t s  of Czech ethnographers t o  
subject  some of the  i n d u s t r i a l  regions of t h e  country t o  camprehen- 
s ive  treatment was the  volume ~ 1 a d e n s k o . l  Under the  d i rec t ion  of 
Olga skalnikov:, s t a f f  members of t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Ethnography 
and Folklore of t h e  Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences began f i e l d  
research f o r  t h i s  work i n  1953; the  volume appeared i n  p r i n t  i n  
The s t a t e d  purpose o f ' t h e  p r i nc ipa l  contr ibutors  t o  t he  volume 
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was t o  assess the  share which t he  l a rge s t  and most progressive com- 
ponent of t he  Czech nation--the working class--had had i n  t he  t rans-  
formation and maintenance of the  na t i ona l  cu l tu re ,  and t o  s e t  fo r th  
an ethnographic model which would develop within the  appropriate 
soc iocu l tu ra l  context those aspects  p a r t i c u l a r l y  cha r ac t e r i s t i c  of 
an i ndus t r i a l i z ed  region. The nature of the  task--for Czech ethno- 
graphers without precedent--pose d severa l  fundamental problems. 
Foremost among them was the necess i ty  t o  redefine the  scope of folk- 
l o r e  t o  subsume the products of the  s p i r i t u a l  cu l tu re  of the  working 
c l a s s ,  f o r  it appeared t h a t  such c l a s s i c a l  c r i t e r i a  of t r a d i t i o n a l  
s t o r y t e l l i n g  as anonymity of authorship cannot be r i g i d l y  applied t o  
some of the  purposeful semi l i t e ra ry  a c t i v i t y  of the  Kladno miners. 
There was fu r t he r  the  need t o  consider newspapers, books, r ad io ,  and 
various c u l t u r a l  and p o l i t i c a l  events as present ing new thematic 
mater ia ls  which were replacing the  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l ig ious  o r  fabulous 
forms with r e a l i s t i c  narra t ives  drawn from personal  experience o r  
based on concrete happenings. 
Kladno with i t s  environs was se lec ted  f o r  a number of reasons: 
e t hn i ca l l y ,  it has always been a homogeneous Czech region,  unlike 
some of the  other  highly i ndus t r i a l i z ed  areas ; furthermore, the  
i n d u s t r i a l  growth of t h e  area  could be t raced  contiqous!ly from th e  
end of the  eighteenth century; and f i n a l l y ,  s ince  Kladno has not  
exer ted  the  s t rong p u l l  on the  population l i v i n g  on i t s  perimeter 
as have other  i n d u s t r i a l  concentrat ions,  i t s  study was t o  provide a 
methodological bridge with the  well-established explora t ion of t h e  
v i l l a g e  m i l i e u .  
The success  of t h e  undertaking may b e s t  be descr ibed  a s  some- 
/ / 
what mixed. The in t roduc to ry  p a r t  by Skalnlkova (7-79) , which 
p re sen t s  an account of t h e  l i f e  of t h e  Kladno miners toward t h e  
end of t h e  n ine t een th  century and t h e  beginning of t h e  twen t i e th ,  
i s  in format ive  and competent as f a r  a s  it goes. The b a s i s  f o r  t h e  
d e s c r i p t i o n  was an ex tens ive  body of  d a t a  obta ined  from some 150 
f a m i l i e s  of miners .  This  information was supplemented by a  c a r e f u l  
p e r u s a l  of a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  l o c a l  newspapers, a v a i l a b l e  ( b u t  
spo rad ic )  e thnographic  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and s e v e r a l  works of  f i c t i o n  by 
au thors  i n t i m a t e l y  familiar wi th  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  Kladno workers.  
However, cons ider ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f i e l d  work was an important  
aspec t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e f r a i n  from express -  
i n g  one ' s  disappointment t h a t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  l i feways  o f  t h e  
reg ion  was n o t  brought  up t o  t h e  f i f t i e s ,  b u t  s topped e a r l y  i n  t h i s  
century .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  provided f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
volume, which i s  devoted p r i m a r i l y  ( a d  hence somewhat dispropor-  
t i o n a t e l y )  t o  f o l k l o r e ,  i s  no t  f u l l y  adequate.  
The m ~ s t  va luab le  p a r t  of t h e  volume i s  J e c h ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  
concerning f o l k  n a r r a t i o n  of t h e  Kladno reg ion  ( 85-160) , supple- 
mented by S p i l k a ' s  a n a l y s i s  of  miners '  humor (167-201) and an 
anthology of l o c a l  f o l k  n a r r a t i v e s  and humor (205-81). 
The reasons f a r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  n e g l e c t  of workingmen's fo lk-  
l o r e  have not  been p e c u l i a r  t o  Czechoslovakia and a r e  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  i d e n t i m .  The g r e a t  ma jo r i t y  of f o l k l o r i s t s  have d e a l t  wi th  f o l k  
l i t e r a t u r e  as  though it were a c losed  ca tegory ,  and hence have con- 
ceived of it s t a t i c a l l y .  Comparable forms o r i g i n a t i n g  among t h e  
working c l a s s ,  which a r e  g e n e r a l l y  below t h e  c l a s s i c a l  f o l k  s t anda rds  
formal ly  and thema t i ca l ly ,  simply remained ou t s ide  t h e  purview of  
c o l l e c t o r s .  Accordingly, it may be of i n t e r e s t  t o  review b r i e f l y  
J e c h ' s  approach t o  h i s  assignment.  
A f t e r  a survey of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  sources of 
t h e  r e g i o n a l  n a r r a t i v e s ,  t h e  au tho r  d i scusses  t h e  methods of 
c o l l e c t i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Although t h e  emphasis was on t h e  m a t e r i a l s  
cu r r en t  among t h e  workingmen, t h e  scope of c o l l e c t i n g  was purpose- 
f u l l y  kep t  broad.  A l toge the r  about 2,000 t e x t s  were secu red ,  some 
i n  a number o f  v a r i a n t s ,  comprising s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  reper -  
t o i r e  of t h e  b e s t  raconteurs  of t h e  r eg ion .  
Following Jech ,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  r e p e r t o i r e  of t h e  Kladno reg ion  
i s  ca t egor i zed  below according t o  themes and genres and according t o  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and provenience.  
I .  According t o  themes and genres  : 
A. Nar ra t ives  with themes from workingmen 's l i f e  
1. T r a d i t i o n a l  
a)  legends (concerning t h e  o r i g i n  of mines) 
b )  t a l e s  of s u p e r s t i t i o n  (wi th  supe rna tu ra l  
cha rac t e r s  ) 
2.  Non t rad i t i ona l  
a) r e f l e c t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  events  o r  
concerning outs tanding  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  (genre  : 
s t o r i e s  from l i f e )  
b) r e f l e c t i ng  aspects  of s o c i a l  conditions 
(genres;  s t o r i e s  from l i f e ,  anecdotes, 
humorous t a l e s ,  and parodies of t r a d i t i o n a l  
t a l e s  ) 
B. Narratives with themes other  t h a n  from workingmen's 
l i f e  
1. Tradi t ional  
a )  f a i r y  t a l e s  (novel las ,  t a l e s  of magic, and 
animal t a l e s  ) 
b )  l o c a l  legends 
c )  t a l e s  of supe r s t i t i on  
d )  s a i n t s '  legends 
e )  "c lass ica l "  anecdotes and humorous t a l e s  
2. Nontradit ional  
a)  non t rad i t iona l  " fa i ry  t a l e s  " ( t r a n s i t i o n a l  
t o  s t o r i e s  from l i f e )  
b )  s t o r i e s  from l i f e  
c )  anecdotes and humorous t a l e s  (witb both 
p o l i t i c a l  and imaginary themes, some obscene) 
11. According t o  d i s t r i bu t i on  and provenience: 
A. According t o  s o c i a l  d i s t r i bu t i on  
1. Current among meribers of the  working c lass  
2. Current outside the  working c lass  
B. According t o  thematic provenience 
1. From t h e  Kladno region 
a )  occurr ing throughout t h e  e n t i r e  region 
b )  l i m i t e d  t o  a  po r t ion  of t h e  region 
2 .  Supraregional  o r  nationwide themes 
a )  occurr ing throughout t h e  e n t i r e  n a t i o n a l  
c o l l e c t i v i t y  
b )  l i m i t e d  t o  one o r  s e v e r a l  regions 
3. I n t e r n a t i o n a l  themes 
Of t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  dea l ing  with themes from t h e  l i v e s  of  working- 
men, those  da t ing  from about t h e  e i g h t i e s  of t h e  l a s t  century up t o  
1945 a re  by f a r  t h e  more numerous. They dea l  predominantly wi th  t h e  
miners ' s t r u g g l e  aga ins t  t h e  mining a u t h o r i t i e s ,  p r i e s t s  , and wealthy 
farmers ; with humorous episodes from t h e  miners '  l i v e s ;  t h e  o r i g i n  
of miners ' nicknames ; t r a g i c  events  r e s u l t i n g  from mining opera t ions  ; 
and t y p i c a l  l o c a l  f i g u r e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  of t h e  t r i c k s t e r  miner 
~ a r h u l i k  . The more recent  n a r r a t i v e s ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  pe r iod  s ince  
1945, a re  made up p r imar i ly  of comparisons of contemporary wi th  
e a r l i e r  t imes ,  t he  successes o r  shortcomings of  mining opera t ions ,  
and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of br igades  and shock workers. 
Apart from an element of s o c i a l  urgency, t h e  workers '  prose 
r e l a t e s  t o  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  ma te r i a l s  i n  s e v e r a l  w a y s .  Borrowed 
t r a d i t i o n a l  themes a r e  adapted o r  analogous themes a re  invented  t o  
f i t  t h e i r  new s e t t i n g ;  these  same processes apply a l s o  t o  mot i fs .  
Another source of new n a r r a t i v e s  i s  t h e  tendency t o  parody t r a d i t i o n -  
al forms. And, jus t  as  with t r a d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  some n a r r a t i v e s  
81 
cur ren t  i n  t h e  Kladno region o r i g i n a t e d  outs ide  it. 
A s i g n i f i c a n t  po r t ion  of Jech ' s  cont r ibut ion  i s  an ana lys i s  
of t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  cha rac te r  of t h e  n a r r a t i v e s .  The author d iscusses  
t h e  e x t e c t  and funct ion  of elements both from t h e  l i t e r a r y  language 
and from t h e  r eg iona l  o r  s o c i a l  d i a l e c t .  Descript ion of grammatical, 
s y n t a c t i c ,  and l e x i c a l  aspects  of t h e  Kladxto fo lk lo re  i s  u s e f u l l y  
supplemented by a  comprehensive vocabulary of miners ' s l ang .  
I n  t h e  l a s t  two s e c t i o n s ,  dea l ing  with "the l i f e  of n a r r a t i v e s  
i n  the  fo lk  c o l l e c t i v i t y  of t h e  Kladno region'' and with t h e  r eg iona l  
s t o r y t e l l e r s  , Jech rounds out  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  t rea tment  of miners ' 
f o l k l o r e  with some d e t a i l e d  s o c i o f o l k l o r i s t i c  observat ions .  Among 
t h e  5opics he d iscusses  a r e  t h e  sources on which n a r r a t o r s  claim 
t o  have drawn f o r  t h e i r  ma te r i a l s  ; t h e  e x t e n t  of v a r i a t i o n  and 
s t a b i l i t y  among t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  ; t h e  occasions considered p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  s t o r y t e l l i n g ( m o s t  of t h e  ma te r i a l s  come from miners 
r a t h e r  than  sme l t e r s ,  whose i n t e n s i t y  of work d id  not  f avor  t h e  t e l l -  
i ng  o f  s t o r i e s ) ;  t h e  makeup of t h e  audience; and t h e  s o c i a l  
funct ions  of t h e  n a r r a t i v e s .  Concerning t h e  s t o r y t e l l e r s ,  t h e  
author takes  up t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s ,  analyzes 
t h e  264 raconteurs  who served as informants according t o  age, sex ,  
and s o c i a l  background, and ca tegor izes  them i n t o  types according t o  
t h e i r  r e p e r t o i r e  and n a r r a t i v e  s t y l e .  
Even from t h i s  cursory overview of J e c h ' s  t rea tment  of f o l k  
n a r r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Kladno region it must be q u i t e  evident  t h a t  h i s  i s  
an unusual ly comprehensive s tudy which does n o t  s t o p  wi th  a taxonomic 
desc r ip t ion  of t h e  ma te r i a l s  bu t  seeks t o  examine them wi th in  a  
broad h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  framework. The author  thus  s e t s  a  very 
high s tandard  f o r  o the r s  t o  fol low i n  t h e  s tudy of r eg iona l  n a r r a t i v e  
t r a d i t i o n s .  The undertaking of  such exhaust ive s t u d i e s  as  have j u s t  
been exemplif ied has  a s s w e d  p a r t i c u l a r  importance now t h a t  t h e  
number of  good s t o r y t e l l e r s  i s  r a p i d l y  thinning--not only i n  t h e  
Kladno region b u t  elsewhere a l s o .  
I n  h i s  ana lys i s  of miners '  humor, Sp i lka  begins with a  d e f i n i t i o n  
and b r i e f  cha rac te r i za t ion  of t h e  s u b j e c t  mat ter .  He then proceeds 
t o  descr ibe  and analyze it both according t o  t h e  contents - - l i fe  i n  
t h e  mines, i n  t h e  home, and i n  t h e  community, s t o r i e s  from World War I 
and t h e  German occupation of 1939-1945, and minor adventures of t h e  
/ t r i c k s t e r  miner Varhullk--and according t o  i t s  formal and s t y l i s t i c  
f ea tu res .  
The anthology ~f  r eg iona l  n a r r a t i v e s  c o n s i s t s  of humorous p ieces  
and samplings of  t r a d i t i o n a l  t a l e s  ( legends and f a i r y  t a l e s )  and of 
s t o r i e s  from l i f e .  
The second con t r ibu t ion  t o  Kladensko t o  be s i n g l e d  out  f o r  more 
/ d e t a i l e d  comment i s  Karbusicky's survey of workers' songs i n  t h e  
Kladno region (283-443). It c o n s i s t s  of an a n a l y t i c a l  t rea tment  of 
t h e  s u b j e c t ,  supplemented by an anthology of n ine ty- four  well-  
annotated t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  of r ep resen ta t ive  songs and by i n d i c e s  and 
a b ib l iography of sources .  
1 Karbusicky f i r s t  o u t l i n e s  t h e  main s t a g e s  i n  t h e  development of 
workers ' songs during t h e  l a s t  hundred and f i f t y  yea r s .  The o l d e s t  
layer- - re l ig ious  songs--began g iv ing  way t o  occupational  songs around 
t h e  middle of t h e  l a s t  century.  The f i r s t  s i z e a b l e  group of songs, 
adumbrating t h e  s o c i a l i s t  song r e p e r t o i r e  of more r ecen t  t imes,  a r e  
what ~ a r b u s i c k ;  terms t h e  " f o l k l o r i c  songsw of t h e  Kladno miners.  
He def ines  t h e  songs of t h i s  category as  those ,  "whether w r i t t e n  by 
known o r  unknown composers, which by v i r t u e  of t h e i r  form--drawing 
as  they  do l a r g e l y  on t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of f o l k  poetry--have t h e  r e q u i s i t e s  
t o  become f o l k  songs and which themat i ca l ly  r e f l e c t  t h e  l i v i n g  condi- 
t i o n s ,  views, f e e l i n g s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s o c i a l  and s o c i a l i s t  tendencies 
of the  workingmen, and which have a l s o  been a c t i v e l y  and c r e a t i v e l y  
rece ived among them." The author  next  examines t h e  s o c i a l i s t  songs 
of t h e  Kladno workers and t h e  in f luence  of t h e s e  songs on t h e  r i s e  of 
t h e i r  c l a s s  consciousness, and then  follows t h e  development of t h e  
songs from World War I up t o  t h e  pe r iod  of h i s  f i e l d  work. 
Rather than  extending t h e  concept of t h e  f o l k  song t o  inc lude  
forms o r i g i n a t i n g  and occurr ing  among t h e  nonpeasant members of  t h e  
/ 
n a t i o n a l  c o l l e c t i v i t y  , Karbusicky , following some of  t h e  o lde r  
Czech f o l k l o r i s t s ,  p r e f e r s  t o  c l a s s i m  songs according t o  t h e i r  
"bearers  , I t  t h a t  i s ,  according t o  t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  which produce 
and rece ive  them. Thus, h a v i n g  themes a s ide ,  he recognizes t h r e e  
main ca tegor ies  of songs: f o l k  songs of t h e  peasants--comprising e p i c a l ,  
l y r i c a l ,  ceremonial, and dance songs; s o c i a l  songs of t h e  bourgeoisie-- 
wi th  e p i c a l ,  l y r i c a l ,  and p a t r i o t i c  songs; and workers '  songs-- 
according t o  o r i g i n  e i t h e r  f o l k l o r i c  o r  a r t i f i c i a l .  According t o  t h e  
author ,  song genres should. not  be considered i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
when s t u d i e d  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  pe r spec t ive .  To show t h e  mutual r e l a t i o n -  , 
s h i p s  and approximate i n t e n s i t i e s  o f  various genres  i n  t h e  Czech- 
/ 
speaking t e r r i t o r y  s i n c e  about 1800, Karbusicky has prepared  t h e  
fol lowing diagram: 
church songs f lm~deri i ' l  f o lk  songs 
marketeers ' songs hi-t  songs and 
s o c i a l  songs 
v a r i e t y  show songs 
mass songs 
workers ' songs 
Today, t h e  t h r e e  b a s i c  ca tegor i e s  of songs--those of t h e  
peasants ,  bourgeois ie ,  and workers--are merging, and t h e r e  i s  a  
tendency t o  c l a s s i f y  songs according t o  genre.  But while t h e  number 
of genres has increased  over t h e  l a s t  hundred y e a r s ,  t he  i n t e n s i t y  
/ 
of song a c t i v i t y  has  been s t e a d i l y  diminishing. Karbusicky's con t r i -  
but ion  t o  our knowledge of Czech musical  f o l k l o r e  has not  only been 
i n  h i s  in t ens ive  c o l l e c t i n g ,  bu t  i n  h i s  sound methodological and 
a n a l y t i c a l  scholarship  a s  we l l .  
I n  h i s  survey of miners ' bands (447-83), ~ u g l  d iscusses  t h e i r  
development from about t h e  middle of t h e  n ine teenth  century on; 
t h e i r  uniforms, personnel ,  and r e p e r t o i r e ;  t h e  s t a t u s  of  t h e  band 
musicians i n  t h e  mining communities and t h e i r  musical educat ion and 
a c t i v i t i e s ;  t h e  funct ions  of t h e  miner 's  bands i n  community l i f e ;  
t he  founding and d i s so lu t ion  of bands; o t h e r  o r c h e s t r a l  ensembles 
i n  which the  miners p a r t i c i p a t e d ;  and t h e  o v e r a l l  s ign i f i cance  of  t h e  
miners ' bands f o r  t h e  region .  
The volwne concludes ( 487-581) wi th  ~anLzkovk 's  well-annotated 
anthology of fo r ty - th ree  a d d i t i o n a l  Kladno songs (ceremonial ,  
l y r i c a l ,  and e p i c a l ) ,  introduced by a  r e p o r t  on t h e  f i e l d  c o l l e c t i n g  
a c t i v i t y  and a  b r i e f  cha rac te r i za t ion  of t h e  publ ished s e l e c t i o n .  
This review of  Kladensko has concentrated on i t s  two major 
cont r ibut ions .  I n  t h e  volume a s  a  whole, one misses a  d iscuss ion  of 
some of t h e  o the r  forms of l o c a l  t radi t ions- -proverbs ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  
works of graphic and p l a s t i c  a r t s ,  and dance, t o  mention a  few--but 
even as it s t a n d s ,  uneven i n  coverage, it i s  an important  source of 
information f o r  a  region and an important segment of t h e  Czech popu- 
l a t i o n  which he re to fo re  has  been only very s k e t c h i l y  explored.  
2 The second volume t o  be reviewed he re ,  Rosicko-Oslavansko, 
appeared two years  l a t e r .  It w a s  coauthored by Kare l  F o j t f k ,  an 
ethnographer, and 0ld;ich ~ i r o v i t k a ,  a  f o l k l o r i s t  ; both began t h e i r  
f i e l d  research  f o r  t h i s  work i n  1953. 
The monograph i s  devoted t o  t h e  smal l  mining d i s t r i c t  of 
Rosi ce-Oslavany , s i t u a t e d  about 18 miles  southwest of  Brno, t h e  
c a p i t a l  of Moravia. The region i s  r i c h  i n  miners '  t r a d i t i o n s ,  which 
had been developing t h e r e  s ince  t h e  middle of t h e  e ighteenth  century.  
I n  order  t o  r econs t ruc t  t h e  underlying f o l k  c u l t u r e  of t h e  region ,  
t o  t r a c e  i t s  changing p a t t e r n s ,  and t o  def ine  t h e  r o l e  played by t h e  
workingmen's c u l t u r e  i n  t h e s e  changes, it w a s  necessary t o  make 
extens ive  use of a r c h i v a l  sources i n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  information 
c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  F o j t l k  has shown remarkable s k i l l  i n  loca t -  
ing  and u t i l i z i n g  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of documents f o r  t h i s  purpose. 
He f irst  lays t h e  groundwork f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  volume by reviewing 
i n  some d e t a i l  t h e  development of t h e  r eg ion ' s  c o l l i e r i e s  and t h e  
socioeconomic changes accompanying t h e i r  development. He f u r t h e r  
d iscusses  t h e  e x t e n t  of r e g i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  exclus ive  a c t i v i t y  
of the  population--except f o r  t h e  a s soc ia t ed  trades--at  t h e  time c o a l  
mining began. ?"ne dominant crops of t h e  a r e a  were c e r e a l s ,  rye i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  The keeping of sheep, which w a s  widespread i n  t h e  region 
during t h e  e ighteenth  century ,  came t o  an end when some of t h e  l and  
was no longer  allowed t o  l i e  fal low. The keeping of cows remained of 
some importance u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  f i rs t  q u a r t e r  of t h i s  century.  
Cows were pas tured  toge the r  and cared f o r  by a herdsman h i r e d  on a 
communal b a s i s .  For t h e  p a s t  twenty y e a r s ,  t h e  tendency has  been 
f o r  workingmen t o  engage l e s s  and l e s s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  on t h e  s i d e  
because it i s  no longer  considered imperat ive t o  supplement incomes 
with homegrown produce. 
The v i l l a g e s  began l o s i n g  t h e i r  peasant  appearance during the  
second h a l f  of t h e  n ine teenth  century. By t h a t  time t h e  workers 
formed such a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  populat ions t h a t  t h e  
f o c a l  po in t  s h i f t e d  from the  v i l l a g e  comon t o  t h e  l a r g e r  and more 
populous workers ' q u a r t e r s .  I n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of family houses, 
workers sought a  more e f f i c i e n t  ground p lan  f o r  use with sma l l  bu i ld -  
i n g  p l o t s .  With t h e  establ ishment  of a  miners '  cons t ruc t ion  coopera- 
t i v e  a f t e r  World War I ,  workingmen's houses f requent ly  were t h e  bes t -  
cons t ruc ted  bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  
The inf luence  of t h e  working c l a s s  on t h e  c u l t u r e  of t h e  
populat ion was s t r o n g l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  family and s o c i a l  l i f e .  The 
"closed" na tu re  of the  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  century was s u s t a i n e d  
f o r  some time by a pervasive network of godparenthood, which embraced 
workingmen's f a m i l i e s  of l o c a l  provenience as  w e l l  a s  t h e  l o c a l  
peas ant ry .  However, profound changes were wrought a t  t h e  beginning 
of t h e  n ine teenth  century,  when a r a p i d  upsurge of mining opera t ions  
brought i n  g r e a t  numbers of workers from d i s t a n t  p l aces .  The 
d i s t i n c t i o n s  developing between t h e  l o c a l  populat ion and t h e  in -  
migrants were f u r t h e r  sharpened by t h e i r  economic d i s p a r i t y .  In 
workingmen's f ami l i e s  t h e  s t a t u s  of women and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between parents  and t h e i r  ch i ld ren  came t o  s t and  i n  sharp  con t ra s t  
t o  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  farmer. Thus, as e a r l y  as t h e  
f i f t i e s  of t h e  l a s t  century,  whenever workers looked f o r  rooms i n  
exchange f o r  t h e i r  farm l a b o r ,  they  tended t o  approach a  s t r a n g e r  i n  
preference t o  a  c lose  r e l a t i v e .  
/ The two-hundred-odd ou t s i zed  pages of F o j t l k ' s  con t r ibu t ion  
t o  t h e  volume a re  r e p l e t e  wi th  va luable  information and documenta- 
t i o n  s k i l l f u l l y  assembled t o  give a  "h is tor ica l -e thnographic  p i c t u r e "  
of t h e  mining d i s t r i c t .  The author  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  s tudy of t h e  
c u l t u r e  of workingmen cannot be l i m i t e d  t o  them alone b u t  must be 
undertaken i n  t h e  context  of t h e  whole r e g i o n a l  populat ion and 
aga ins t  t h e  f u l l  background of h i s t o r y .  F o j t i k  belongs among those  
r a r e  ethnographers who possess t h e  pa t ience  and have t h e  command of 
t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  t o  p r a c t i c e  what they  preach. He has  thus  s e t  a  
model which many w i l l  wish t o  emulate bu t  rew w i l l  eve r  reach.  
With t h e  exception of fo lk  songs, c o l l e c t i o n  o r  f o l k l o r i s t i c  
/ 
mate r i a l s  p r i o r  t o  S i rova tka ' s  f i e l d  research  i n  t h e  region was 
Y e r y  sporadic ,  and concentrated almost exc lus ive ly  on r u r a l  communi- 
t i e s .  The f i r s t  t a s k  f ac ing  ~ i r o v l t k a  ( and  F o j t f k )  , t h e r e f o r e ,  
was t o  record  what f o l k  songs, f o l k t a l e s ,  legends,  s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  
anecdotes, dances, ch i ld ren ' s  games, nursery  rhymes, and t h e  l i k e  
were s t i l l  remembered by o r  cu r ren t  among a l l  segments of t h e  
r eg iona l  populat ion.  Besides a  generous sampling of t h e  whole 
region ,  t h r e e  p a r t i c u l a r  co rnun i t i e s  were surveyed exhaustively-- 
one wi th  a  predominance of farming populat ion,  one with a  l a r g e  
major i ty  of t h e  populat ion involved i n  mining opera t ions ,  and one 
with a  mixed populat ion.  
The songs and n a r r a t i v e s  of workingmen of t h e  Rosice-Oslavany 
region c l e a r l y  f a l l  i n t o  two b a s i c  ca tegor ies :  ma te r i a l s  from t h e  
formative pe r iod  of t h e  mining c u l t u r e ,  roughly up t o  t h e  n i n e t i e s  
of t h e  l a s t  century,  and ma te r i a l s  from t h e  beginning of the  l o c a l  
s o c i a l i s t  movement u n t i l  t h e  end of World War 11. The d i s t ingu i sh ing  
fea tu res  of t h e  two groups are  more thematic  than  formal and a r e  f a r  
more pronounced i n  the  songs than  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s .  Thematically, 
fo lk lo re  from t h e  f i r s t  pe r iod  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t rong  inf luence  of 
r e l i g i o u s  ideology,  dea ls  with s u b j e c t s  from mining l i f e ,  o r  makes 
use of fabulous o r  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  elements.  The f o l k l o r e  of t h i s  
per iod  i s  in t ima te ly  connected with t h a t  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e .  
Folklore of t h e  second pe r iod  marks a  sharp  depar ture  from t h e  p a s t .  
It i s  a n t i c l e r i c a l ,  r i c h  i n  s o c i a l ( i s t )  content ,  and it t r a d e s  off  
f a n t a s t i c  elements f o r  a  r e a l i s t i c  view of l i f e .  From a  fonnal  
po in t  of view, t o o ,  it depar ts  from t h e  p a t t e r n s  of t r a d i t i o n a l  v i l l w e  
f o l k l o r e ,  most not iceably  s o  i n  t h e  songs. 
Or ig ina l ly ,  workinmen 's  compositions made use of  t r a d i t i o n a l  
m a t e r i a l s ,  t o  a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  degree, i n  one of s e v e r a l  ways: 
they simply adapted o lde r  t r a d i t i o n a l  p ieces  t o  t h e i r  own purposes ; 
they  u t i l i z e d  i n d i v i d u a l  elements of t r a d i t i o n a l  p ieces  and developed 
them independent of t h e i r  sources;  o r  they c rea ted  new compositions 
i n  t h e  s p i r i t  and sty. le  of t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k l o r e  bu t  without  t h e  use 
of any concrete elements of t h e  source m a t e r i a l .  By t h e  beginning 
of t h i s  century,  t h e  inf luence  o f  t r a d i t i o n  had s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
diminished. Workingmen's songs, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  ceased t o  be 
f o l k l o r i s t i c  and assumed mass-culture cha rac te r  and funct ion .  
One important  f e a t u r e  of workingmen's f o l k l o r e  has been i t s  
low p e r s i s t e n c e  , due p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  cha rac te r  of 
t h e  m a t e r i a l .  Most n a r r a t i v e s  o r  songs enjoyed a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  
l i f e ,  and some e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  r epe r to ry  of one raconteur  ( c r  s i n g e r )  
only. Such a circumstance seve re ly  l i m i t e d  t h e i r  a r t i s t i c  develop- 
ment with t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  they  remained f o r  t h e  most p a r t  i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  raw form. 
/ 
Together with t h e  con t r ibu t ions  of Jech and Karbusicky t o  
Kladensko, sirov;tka1 s account forms an important methodological 
and m a t e r i a l  add i t ion  t o  a  f i e l d  which a s  y e t  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  under- 
represented  i n  e t h n ~ g r a p h i  c  l i t e r a t u r e  . Be cause t h e  emergence of 
workingmen's f o l k l o r e  may w e l l  be seen as  a  s t e p  toward an even 
more gene ra l  (and s t i l l  weaker) counterpar t  of t r a d i t i o n a l  f o l k l o r e  
i n  today ' s  mass consumer c u l t u r e  (whether i~ Czechoslovakia o r  e l s e -  
where) ,  t he  e f f o r t s  of our Czech col leagues deserve g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  
than they  a r e  usua l ly  accorded. 
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